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tracing the Bengalee or Telugu character, and knowledge
of the Bengalee or Telugu grammar, may be acquired
as quickly in this country as in the East. Nay, we are
inclined to believe that an English student will, at his
first introduction to an Indian language, make more
rapid progress under good English teachers than under
pundits, to whom he is often unable to explain his diffi-
culties. We are, therefore, of opinion that every proba-
tioner should acquire in this country an elementary
knowledge of at least one Indian language.
If this recommendation be adopted, it will be desirable
that the probationers should, immediately after the first
examination, be distributed among the Presidencies. It
will indeed be desirable that the division of the Bengal
Civil Service into two parts, one destined for the upper
and the other for the lower provinces, should be made here
at the earliest possible moment, instead of being made, as
it now is, at Calcutta.
In what manner the distribution of Civil Servants among
the Presidencies ought henceforth to be made is a question
which, though it has not been referred to us, is yet so closely
connected with the questions which have been referred to
us, that we have been forced to take it into consideration.
We are disposed to think that it might be advisable to allow
the probationers, according to the order in which they
stand at the first examination, to choose their Presidencies.
The only objection to this arrangement is, that, as the Presi-
dency of Bengal is generally supposed to be the theatre on
which the abilities of a Civil Servant may be most advan-
tageously displayed, all the most distinguished young men
would choose Bengal, and would leave Madras and Bombay
to those who stood at the bottom of the list. We admit
that this would be an evil; but it would be an evil which
must, we conceive, speedily cure itself; for as soon as it
becomes notorious that the ablest men in the Civil Service